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1. Pray
Dear author, I have such a great desire to understand your scripture. Thus, I am praying for your assistance to help me understand it. I would wish to know the interpretation of the scripture and what it means to the readers. 
2. Read
i. The author his finished his journey and is almost departing
ii. The author expects to be crowned once in heaven
iii. He was deserted by people but forgives them
iv. He was strengthened by the Lord
3. Observe 
a. Who is the person being referred to in this scripture?
b. . What fight and race is the author of this scripture referring to? 
c. When is that day that the author will be awarded a crown by the lord? 
d. Where will the awarding of the crown for the author take place? 
e. Why does the author forgive those that deserted him? 
f. How does the author relate to the Lord? 
g. What actions & descriptions are there? 
h. What does this say about God, and about people? 
4. Connect
a. What was happening back then?
The servants of Christ devoted themselves to work for the lord in spreading the gospel to those that needed to hear it, for instance, the gentiles. . However, they faced rejection from the people and no one stood by them. Hence, they had the Christ as their sole source of strength throughout their mission. 
b. How is Christ the Hero of this story or theme? 
The Christ is seen as a hero in this story because he is already a kin in the heavenly kingdom. He is also a righteous judge and the source of strength. The Christ has also stood by the author and rescued him from a lion’s mouth. 
c. Research good teaching about this passage
This passage teaches the believers of Christ that Christ remains a paramount source of strength to those that trust in him. The Christ will stand by his servants at all times and save them from all the evils even if all people reject them. 
5. Interpretation
a.  What did this mean to those who first heard it?
To those that first heard tis scripture, it meant to them that working for Christ is not just a simple task for those with faint faith. That is because by following Christ, one risks to face challenges, sufferings, discomforts, tension and struggles. It also meant to them that there is hope for resurrection for faithful servants that would spread Christ’s gospel. There is also the hope of precious rewards for those that would work for Christ. 
b. What does this mean for us now that Christ has come? 
The scripture is an encouragement by the author to the Christians to not feel intimidated because of talking about the lord. It encourages the Christians to remain steadfast in preaching the gospel despite all the challenges that they may face in their missions. The author anticipates that his departure is near, which is death, but does not feel a loser because if he dies with Christ, he will live again with him as a victorious winner of a crown. The scripture shows that those who suffer because of Christ will reign with him in the kingdom of heaven. The author seems to be fully aware of the challenges that servants of Christ face and calls them to a new level of faith and living by God’s grace. He is aware that the servants of Christ may not have anyone to stand by them, but they have to trust the Christ Himself, who is their main source of strength. The Christ will save them from all the risks and challenges they may face.  
6. Application
a. For Myself- 
i. To brace myself with new level of faith for working for Christ
ii. To pray to the Christ for new strength
b. For My Family
i. To encourage my family members to dedicate themselves to Christ’s work
ii. To be an example for my family and lead them in working for Christ
iii. Create a habit of praying together for faith and strength
c. For my church
i. To rely on God’s grace in doing Christ’s work and church projects
ii. To teach the word of God without fearing intimidation
iii. To demonstrate the attitude of a good solder
d. For my community and city
i. To raise faithful leaders within the community
ii. Remaining faithful to my community through rightful deeds
iii. Accept any calling to serve in my community or the city
e. For my Nation
I. Remaining patriotic and faithful to my country
i. Remain a good soldier who aims to please the commanding officers and the Christ. 
ii. Be a hardworking worker and invest in the future 
7. Devotion
I devote myself to the Christ and dedicate myself and my commitment to living out this scripture. I ask for God’s help and praise Him for his truth now and continue to praise him with my life as a living sacrifice. 
